Since it first appeared in 1940 this book by Kremers (1865 Kremers ( -1941 and Urdang (1882 Urdang ( -1960 has been a classic, and it still has no rival. It has received acclaim on the appearance of each new edition and the reaction to the present one will not be different. The book has been totally replanned with double-column pages and has an increased number of illustrations, together with complete and extensive revision, which involves almost every page. There is ample documentation and a thoroughly scholarly treatment of the material throughout.
Without doubt it is the best history of pharmacy in English available today. It traces pharmacy from the Mesopotamian cultures to the twentieth century and, after dealing with pharmacy in Italy, France, Germany, and Britain, it incorporates a lengthy history of American pharmacy (pp. 145-351 and 377-386) . No doubt the presence of this, together with the high price, will deter non-American intending purchasers.
Nevertheless the book should be available in institutional libraries for it will be in frequent demand both for reference and for more continuous reading. 
